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LANDSLAGSBULLETIN NR 20

ENRI LEUFKENS
OCH
BERRY WESTRA

KLARA FOR NIKLAS DATA!

Ett av Europas hetaste par de senaste tio aren har tackat ja till Niklas Data. Paret som varit Hollands
basta par sedan slutet av 80-talet och som ledde det hollandska laget till guld vid Bermuda Bowl 1993
i Santiago har lange statt pa min 6nskelista. Pga interna problem har paret saknats i Hollands
Landslag de tva senaste EM-turneringarna och detta ar skalet till att Holland de sista 5 aren inte natt
de framgangar det egna landets supportrar forvantat sig. Holland ar som bekant Europas storsta

PRENUMERANTER!

Vi behover alltid fler prenumeranter. Véarva en!

Om du ar intresserad av att prenumerera, gor sa har
1. Satt in 280:- pa SBF:s postgiro: 25 10 42-8
2. Ange pa talongen
ditt namn
betalningsmottagare: Sveriges Bridgeférbund
i meddelanderutan: att det galler landslagsbulletinen samt din emailadress

Bulletinen levereras enbart via email.

Alla spelare, tank pa att de prenumeranter ni varvar bidrar till var kassa. De pengar vi far in kan

MAILADRESSER

Inga mailandringar inrapporterade.

Pga Bermuda Bowl 6nskar jag fa in rapport-2 senast den 20/12.
RANKING
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Landslagspar i snitt 1280
Ovriga A-par i snitt 1250
Ovre halva B-parisnitt 1220
Nedre halva B-parisnitt 1180

Mot denna bakgrund anvéander vi foljande snittrankingar

GENOMSNITTSRANKING VIKTFAKTOR

Allsvenskan div 1 1220 1
Allsvenskan div 2 1150 0.5
OBS-1 1180 0.5
OBS-2 1220 1
Niklas Data 1250 1.5
SM-final lag, lagguld 1150-1200 (beror pa startfalt) 1

Detta innebér att de samre B-paren kommer att missgynnas av spel (de startar ju pa 1200 och
beréknas sjunka) men de flesta spelare berdknas gynnas av flitigt spel och det ar ju ratt bra.

Nasta ar ska vi forsoka fa en storre carry-over i systemet sa att de basta paren borjar na sina nivaer.

Vi har tva olika rankingar. Den forsta ar som den gamla, dvs en sasongsranking dar alla startar pa
1200.

Pa den andra borjar man med ett ingangstal som &ar lika med halva forra arets differens fran 1200
(avrundat mot narmsta heltal narmast 1200). Nya par startar pa 1200.

All Time
Nya Antal
Par Rank podng Senaste Tavling med Koeff Brickor
Peter Fredin - Magnus Lindqvist 1229,53 2,73 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 854
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Johan Sylvan - PO Sundelin 1225,37 9,37 OBS 1(1,1180) 735
Hans Gothe - Lars Albertsson 1218,23 2,85 Allsv. Div1 Omg 2( 1, 1220) 284
Anders Morath - Marten Gustawsson 1215,76 4,69 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3(1, 1220) 308
Johan Ebenius - Kaj Kokko 1207,19 11,58 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 380
Lars Andersson - Tommy Gullberg 1206,25 -10,75 OBS 1(1, 1180) 885
Mats Nilsland - Bjorn Fallenius 1206,00 326
Lars Goldberg - Bjorn Wenneberg 1205,76 576 OBS 1(1, 1180) 116
Hakan Straaf - Jan-Erik Thomasson 1204,03  -1,22 Allsv. Div2 Omg3( 0,5, 1150) 492
Fredrik Nystrém - Peter Strémberg 1203,02 3,02 OBS 1(1,1180) 116
Goran Pettersson — Tommy Jansson 1202,91 1,91 OBS 1(1, 1180) 277
Nichlas Eliazohn - Magnus Melander 1202,78 2,78 OBS 1(1, 1180) 116
Anders Ljung - Krister Ahlesved 1201,66 -3,17 Allsv. Div2 Omg3( 0,5, 1150) 518
Sven-Olov Flodgvist - Tomas Brenning 1198,43  -2,68 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 284
Olof Bergstrom - Mats Sj0berg 1198,30 -2,29 Alisv. Div2 Omg3( 0,5, 1150) 544
Bengt-Erik Efraimsson - Kenneth Borin  1195,69 -4,31 OBS 1( 1, 1180) 116
Magnus Eriksson - UIf Nilsson 1195,11 5,35 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 380
UIf Nohrén - Stefan Haglund 119196 -8,04 OBS 1(1,1180) 116
Innevarande Ar
Nya Senaste Tavling med Antal
Par Rank poangkoefficient Brickor

Hans Gothe - Lars Albertsson 1218,23 2,85 Allsv. Div1 Omg 2( 1, 1220) 284
Peter Fredin - Magnus Lindgvist 1217,39 4,02 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 264
Anders Morath - Marten Gustawsson 1215,76 4,69 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 308
Johan Sylvan - PO Sundelin 1211,23 11,23 OBS 1( 1, 1180) 116
Johan Ebenius - Kaj Kokko 1207,19 11,58 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 380
Lars Goldberg - Bjorn Wenneberg 1205,76 576 OBS 1(1, 1180) 116
Hakan Straaf - Jan-Erik Thomasson 1204,84 -1,27 Allsv. Div2 Omg3( 0,5, 1150) 272
Anders Ljung - Krister Ahlesved 1203,27 -3,25 Allsv. Div2 Omg3( 0,5, 1150) 308
Fredrik Nystrom - Peter Stromberg 1203,02 3,02 OBS 1(1,1180) 116
Nichlas Eliazohn - Magnus Melander 1202,78 2,78 OBS 1(1, 1180) 116
Goran Pettersson — Tommy Jansson 1202,03 2,03 OBS 1(1,1180) 116
Mats Nilsland - Bjorn Fallenius 1200,00

Sven-Olov Flodqvist - Tomas Brenning 1198,43  -2,68 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 284
Olof Bergstrom - Mats Sjoberg 1198,30 -2,29 Allsv. Div2 Omg3( 0,5, 1150) 156
Bengt-Erik Efraimsson - Kenneth Borin  1195,69 -4,31 OBS 1( 1, 1180) 116
Magnus Eriksson - UIf Nilsson 1195,11 5,35 Allsv. Div1 Omg 3( 1, 1220) 380
UIf Nohrén - Stefan Haglund 119196 -8,04 OBS 1(1, 1180) 116
Lars Andersson - Tommy Gullberg 119122 -8,78 OBS 1( 1, 1180) 116

FINLAND | NIKLAS DATA

FBF kommer att ta ut sina representanter till Niklas Data efter deras OBS-2:a som gar i mitten av

februari.

O Team Sweden, Daniel Auby
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DOPING | VM

Alla de svenska spelarna har nu lamnat positiva dopingbesked.. .ja alltsd, de kékar inga farliga
mediciner, halsokostpreparat eller liknande som kan leda till att man fastnar i de dopingtester som &r
utlovade. Pappa Ebenius som ar lakare har gatt igenom de listor spelarna sant in. Han har ocksa
beréattat att c:a sex koppar kaffe per dag nog ar OK. Pa den punkten raknar jag med att WBF kommer
att lamna exakta besked eftersom det ar den drog som ligger narmast tillhands att vi och andra kan
fastna pa. T.o.m. for Mats Nilsland kommer nog sex koppar att racka... hoppas jag!

KOMPENDIER DEKLARATIONER

Nu har Wenneberg-Goldberg ocksa fatt klart sitt kompendium pa engelska. De hade fatt sarskilt
dispens till den 1/12 pga den hastiga uppkomsten av deras partnerskap.

Darmed har vi alla systemdeklarationer och alla 6ppna systen pa truppwebben. Tre par, Eriksson-
Nilsson, Ebenius-Kokko och Nystrém-Strémberg har som bekant hemliga system.

OBS 2

Pia Andersson och Katarina Midskog har lamnat aterbud till OBS-2. De ersétts av Torbjorn Axelsson

MAGNUS LINDKVIST TACKAR

Redaktor Lindkvist som ar en gammal inbiten Mackare och som endast med svarighet har dragits in
till PC/MS Word-ganget har haft problem med fonter i sitt systemkompendium pa truppwebben.
Liksom nagra Linkopingspar har han anvant fonter som inte &r standard och darmed har
kortsymbolerna i systemet for de flesta andra blivit olasliga. Linkdpingarna med Mats Sjoberg i
spetsen har redan da de stalldes infor kravet att anpassa sig till standarden lyckats formatera om sitt
system for truppwebben och Magnus som pa sistone haft diverse datorhaverier tog kontakt med dem
for att f hjalp. Det fick han och Magnus har darfor skrivit foljande till mig:

[Jag vill ocksa tacka Olof Bergstrom och Mats Sjoberg som hjalpt mig ordna
pdf-filen. (Det far du garna namna i nasta bulle).]

| anslutning till detta vill jag papeka betydelsen av att alla kommer till insikt om betydelsen av att vi
haller oss till allmant valbekanta standarder i den utstrackning som vi 6nskar kommunicera med
varandra.

Ju storre grupp, desto storre krav pa standard, det ar en elementar sanning. | era interna dokument
far ni naturligtvis gora hur ni vill men & man med i var trupp stalls vissa krav pa latthanterlighet nar
man levererar dokument som andra ska ta del av. Det ar da sjalvklart att denna information
presenteras pa ett for mottagaren lampligt satt. Som jag papekat i tidigare utskick har jag inte for
avsikt att begara av er att ni ska vara dataknuttar. Jag begar att ni ska forsta er pa framfor allt MS
Word och ha en mailfunktion. Inte sa mycket kanske ni tycker men for tva ar sedan var det manga
som inte ens hade en dator och da fick jag kritik for mina krav pa att ni skulle ha dator 6verhuvudtaget
(forsta aret rackte det som bekant med att en i varje par hade det). Vi flyttar lAangsamt fram vara
positioner. Men ni som just pa detta omrade befinner er i fronten far tanka pa era just pa detta omrade

WIRGRENS GIVGENERATOR
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Anders Wirgren &r nu klar med sin givgenerator. Den kommer att fungera lika bra som Tjolpes mot
Magic Bidding (MB) nar Tomas Brenning blir klar med nasta utgava av MB och den ska komma snart
enligt Tomas, i nasta vecka ar senaste beskedet. MB kommer bl.a. att kunna lasa filer i s.k. PBN-
format, Portable Bridge Format vilket ar ett format som Wirgrens geenrator kan skriva i.

De som Onskar f& en licens av Wirgrens generator hor av sig till mig sa koper jag en sadan till dem.
Licensen ar pa 5 ar och ger full ratt till de forbattringar som Anders kommer att inféra vartefter.

CONVENTION CARDS OCH PDF

Arbetet med att forsdka ta fram en konverterare for olika Windowsdokument till PDF fortsatter. Vi ar
just nu inne i en testfas av Lalles produkt. Mer info kommer i nasta bulle.

Lalle har berattat att vissa aldre skrivare har problem att skriva ut stora PDF-filer. Detta ar ett

I slutdndan ska i alla fall var I6sning innebara att man infor en tavling ska kunna ga in pa SBF:s
hemsida och dubbelklicka pa en deklaration och da fa upp den i ett sddant program som man har pa
sin dator och darifran kunna skriva ut den pa sin egen skrivare om man sa 6nskar. | skrivande stund
kanner jag bara till tva lampliga kandidater att fylla denna uppgift, namligen

MS Word
Acrobat Reader

JYVASKYLA 20-24/4

Vi har fatt en inbjudan fran Finland. Den gar samtidigt med Niklas Data.

30th International Easter Bridge. 20.4. - 24.4. 2000. Jyvaskyla, Finland. Year 2000 will be Easter
Bridge's 30th anniversary celebration tournament.

Team game, Pairs, Mixed, Nightbridge, Imps across the field. All our guests from all over the world
are most welcome.

First prize US$1000

http://www.co.jyu.fi/bridge/easter.htm

NOVEMBERSCENARIO

Novemberscenariot &r nu klart och sdnds med detta mail som bilaga.

DECEMBERSCENARIO

Decemberscenariot blir detsamma som novemberscenariot, fastdn av OBS-2. Dvs. en strukturerad
analys.
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MALTA 2000

6" MALTA

Bridge Festival

26" February — 4™ March 2000
PRIZE POOL (65 % of entry pool)
US$ 11,000 Guaranteed Minimum

Corinthia Marina 4 star £289 (7 nights) B&B inclusive*
£349 Half Board inclusive*; (single supplement £60)

*The package includes airport transfers, B&B (half board £60 sup.) at the 4 (gold) star Corinthia
Marina, Festival fee and presentation dinner. Photos of both hotels are available on web site
www.corinthia.com .

Flights are NOT included but good prices are available through the Holiday Travel Club (see
below). Alternative 5* accommodation at the beautiful Corinthia San Gorg (£84 sup.). This is the bridge
venue.

# Open Pairs, three sessions.

@ Men’s or Ladies Pairs, one session.
@ Mixed Pairs, one session.

4 Mixed Teams one session.

# Open Swiss Teams, three sessions
* Speedball (fun &

All events have cash prizes and trophies.

UK Tournament Directors: Bob & Rachael King

" Master points will be awarded. Smoking will be restricted. Singles
" are welcome, we try to match playing strengths for partners/teams
" as best we can. Please, do be honest about your own experience!

Enjoy a winter break in the sun, with some good bridge in a friendly and cordial atmosphere at the
modern 4 star Corinthia Marina or treat yourself at the 5 star San Gorg. These were part of the venue
selected by the EBL for the Generali European Bridge Championships last June. The resort is beside
the Mediterranean Sea in St. George’s Bay in St. Julian’s. There are many Bars, cafes and
restaurants within easy walking distance and the Casino is nearby.

Mid-week, the bridge schedule is from 4.15pm till 8.00pm.(with speedball after dinner) This leaves
time to explore Malta, visit Gozo, play golf at the Royal Malta Golf Club, or just time to generally relax.
Tel: - 01273 566101, or Email: fitzy@brighton-bridge.swinternet.co.uk

Tournament Organizers are Mario Dix and Margaret Parnis England Tel: - (+ 356) 323638 or
9493167, Email: - mario@bridge.org.mt
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ALKOHOL OCH CIGARETTER
EBL har beslutat att fr.o.m. 1 januari 2000 &r alkohol och cigaretter &r forbjudna i alla EBL-tavlingar.
(... is not permitted in and around the playing area during sessions[], sager de.

Jag trodde det redan var s& men skillnaden kanske &r ordet Oaround(.

EM MIXED

EM mixed gar i Rimini i mars 2000. Anmalan senast 31 januari 2000 till
European Bridge League

Gianarrigo Rona, Via Ciro Menotti n. 11/c, 20129 Milano, Italien

Email: fedbridge@galactica.it

Startavgift: 350 Swiss francs for par och 1000 dito lag. Gissningsvis for hela paret/laget men det star
ej angivet i det infomaterial jag har.

Hotell: agenzia@infotel.it

Mixed par gar 18-20 mars. En och en halv dags kval och lika mycket final (med consolation). Lag gar
21-24 mars med en slags finalomgang den 24:e da Gvriga spelar en 6:e session. Prisutdelning 15.30
den 24:e.

Par, 1:a pris 5000 SFr, 2:a 3000Sfr. Sista pris ar 20:e som far 500Sfr. | consolation &r 1;a pris
1200Sfr. Lag: 10.000Sfr till vinnarna. 10:- och sista prisplats far 1000Sfr.

Som bekant ar Sverige titelférsvare i partavlingen. Pia Andersson och Arne Larsson vann for tva ar
sedan.

SYSTEMKLUBBEN

Sa har langt har vi fatt in tips av
Morath-Gustawsson
Nilsland-Fallenius
Sundelin-Sylvan
Gjerling-Becklén
Lindkvist-Fredin

Till nasta bulle dnskar jag fa ett tips av Andersson-Gullberg och déarefter ar det Ulf och Magnus tur.

Helst 6nskar jag fa ert tips inom en vecka efter det féregaende bulletin sants ut. Da kan jag ta hansyn
till eventuella uppkommande problem. Hor av er om ni far problem att klara av biffen inom rétt tid. Ett
gott tips ar att skicka in ert tips direkt. | de narmsta bulletinerna kommer vi namligen att klara av
resten av A-paren. Det gar alldeles utmarkt att bara klippa ratt ut ur ert kompendium. Ro6r det sig om
budgivning, och det lar val de flesta gora, sa bor det naturligtvis vara en idé som ar atminstone
tamligen systemoberoende sa att s& manga som mdjligt kan dra nytta av den.

En hand som manga ganger stéller till problem efter att motstandarna 6ppnat ar 4-korts hogfarg och
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Motstandarna 6ppnar med 1D eller 1H och du har:
EDXxX, EX, XX, EXXXX

Véljer du att dubbla eller kliver du in med 2C?

Vissa spelar med s k "equal level conversion” vilket I6ser problemet den gangen inklivshanden har
andra hogfargen + ruter. Sag att MTH 6ppnar med 1H och du har:

KDXxX, XX, EDXXXX, X

Da kan du upplysningsdubbla och sedan bjuda ruter 6ver partnerns kloverbud for att visa just en hand
som denna. | en perfekt varld gar budgivningen da:

IH-D-p-2C
p-2D

Men tyvarr blir det séllan den utvecklingen. | stéllet gar det:

1H-D-4H-5C
D-5D

Och da ar risken stor att din partners 5C-bud varit baserat pa férhoppningen att du hade en normal
En gammal I6sning som jag fortfarande tycker om ar Lindkvist INT, men ibland far man betala ett
hogt pris for att inte kunna kliva in med 1NT som naturligt. Férvisso slinker man undan en del
straffdubblingar, men missar ibland delisar och utgangar.

Eftersom Peter knappast kan tanka sig att inte fa kliva in med 1NT som naturligt var vi tvungna att
komma pa en annan lésning for dessa hander. Eftersom vare sig jag eller Peter ar sarskilt
intresserade av att sparra i mothand (vi ar ju egentligen tva fegisar) salde vi i stallet ut de svaga
hoppen till 2 i hdgfarg. Darmed visar 2HO 4-kortsfarg och en lang lagfarg. Med en 5431-hand och kort
i 6ppningsfargen valjer vi givetvis en UD i stallet och hittills har dessa bud givit bra betalt.

Sarskilt effektivt tror jag det &r mot typ Precision 1D da vi kan ha endera lagfargen nar vi hoppar in

X, Ekn 10 x, E D kn X X X, X X

Hur roligt ar det att hora 1D enligt Precision fran MTH?

Med 2H beskriver vi enkelt handen.

Fortsattningen &r enkel med nya farger som krav och 2NT som starkt. Det enda undantaget ar just
efter en lagfargsoppning som inte lovar minst 3-kort i fargen. Da &r SHs 3C ett svagt rela som ber

inklivaren att passa med klover eller korrigera till 3D med ruter.

Darmed har vi [6st problemet med dessa hander, men efter motstandarna spaderéppning har vi inget
bra knep eftersom vi inte vill sélja ut éverbudet och 2NT som 5-5.
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VM PA OK-BRIDGE
Jag saxar ur ACBL:s bulletin fran Boston dar just deras héstmasterskap gick av stapeln.

Without ever touching a card and without ever seeing their opponents, a United States team defeated
Russia to earn the first Internet World Bridge Championship. The 48-board match took place here at
the Hotel Marriott yesterday. Russia led, 56-45, at the halfway mark, but the Americans took complete
charge over the final 24 boards to win 123-69.

Out of an original field of 172 teams from 33 countries, Russia and the United States were the only
survivors. Each finalist team was given$5000.

Russia took the lead in the first half, capitalizing on a couple of vulnerable slam swings. But the
Americans came back strong in the second half to pull away for the victory. Never has there been a
tournament like this. Every one of the 700-pluscompetitors sat alone in front of his computer screen
in his own home as he played. Not only did they never see an opponent - they never even saw their
partner during any match. And through the magic of computer technology, they never touched a card!
(From the quarterfinals on, a monitor was present with each player to verify that everything was
according to Hoyle.) The final was staged in similar fashion. The only difference was that all the
players were here in Boston. Each player made his own bids and plays - the computer did everything
else. The computer produced and displayed the hands, showed all the bids and plays, kept score,
etc. Bridge players all over the world followed the match as it happened. Local players were
entertained at the Marriott where the match was covered live on vugraph with commentary by Howard
Weinstein, Jim Linhart and Peter Weichsel. Simultaneously OKbridge, the primary sponsor, relayed
all bids and plays over the Internet to hundreds of thousands of bridge players allover the world. All
matches from the quarterfinals on also were relayed to the world over the Internet.

Both finalists featured players who have passed the test of top-flightworld competition. In fact the
Russian team is the same squad that advanced all the way to the quarterfinals in the 1996 World
Team Olympiad in Rhodes, Greece. The team, all World Masters in the World Bridge Federation,
consisted of Alexander Petrounin, Youri Khiouppenen, Vadim Kholomeev and Andrew Gromov.
Petrounin and Khiouppenen have finished second and third in the European Juniors Teams.
Petrounin and Kholomeev were eighth in the North American Life Master Pairs last July. Khiouppenen
and Gromov placed third overall in the 1998 Life Master Pairs.The United States team included many-
time world champions Paul Soloway and Eric Rodwell, acknowledged worldwide as two of the best
players in the world. Other members of the American team were Marty Seligman, Doug Simson,
John Schuler and Michael Crawford. Soloway has earned more masterpoints - 52,000+ -- than any
other member of the American Contract Bridge League. He has won four Bermuda Bowl world
championships and 30 North American championships. Rodwell, second behind Bob Hamman of
Dallas in WBF rankings, also has four world championships and 30 NABC victories to his credit.
Simson, who has won three North American titles, has placed in the overall twice in the World Open
Pairs. Seligman, who finished second in ACBL's Blue Ribbon Pairs a year ago, has won more than
50 regional titles. Schuler and Crawford, outstanding rubber bridge players, have confined their
tournament play primarily to OKbridge.Crawford plays in some ACBL tournaments and is a Silver Life
Master. Schuler, however, has a serious vision problem and cannot play with cards. He used a 25-
inch monitor yesterday to make it possible for him to see the cards in the computer display.
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OM ALERT
| bullarna fran USA kunde man ocksé lasa det hér.

When using bid boxes, ACBL requires that players tap the Alert strip and say "Alert" at the same time.
When making an announcement, use the announcement word -- such as "transfer" -- and tap the
Alert strip at the same time. A player who Alerts or announces a bid should make sure his opponents
are aware that an Alert or announcement has been made.

Det hér later intressant. Tydligen maste man bade Ororal] alertlappen och séga alert i USA. Sedan
verkar de ha nagot som de kallar for Dannouncement] ocksa. Verkar som man maste séaga
Otransferd sa fort partnern gor en dverforing.

Svensk representation i hostmasterskapen var férstas som vanligt Bjorn Fallenius som tillsammans
med sin amerikanske partner och sponsor, Mike Moss, lyckades komma pa sjatte plats i deras Life
Master Pairs vilket om jag forstatt det hela ratt ar den nast finaste partavlingen under masterskapen.

Liksom tidigare ar hade dessutom Jill Mellstrém och PO Sundelin lyckats ordna sponsring till ett
svenskt juniorlag som fick resa och uppehalle betalt. Stralande jobbat Jill och PO! Kanske nagon av
er kan beratta mer om hur det gar till i USA med alert och sddana dar announcements. Peter
Stronberg och Fredrik Nystrom som hdrde till de lyckliga juniorer som fick ka 6ver kanske i nasta
bulletin kunde skriva lite om detta i nasta bulletin.

GATES OCH BUFFET

Tydligen hade de storframmande dar pa hostmasterskapen, eller i alla fall i nagon av deras s.k.
regionals (Cdistriktstaviingar(l). Detta stod att Iasa i bullen.

Bill Gates and Warren Buffett consider Bridge a Rich Experience. When you hear the names Bill
Gates and Warren Buffett, what's the first thing you think of? That's right -- money! Both spend long
hours — Gates with computers and Buffett with investments — making everything work just right. But
they need relaxation once in a while, just like everyone else. And they've found that relaxation in
bridge, just as we have.

Buffett has been playing bridge for years, but Gates is new to the game. In fact he won his first
masterpoints (gold at that) at the first regional he ever attended. He played in Everett WA about two
weeks ago. He tried the Stratified Pairs, partnered by Sharon Osberg, a world champion who also is
a close friend. They scratched in the first session with 51.5%, but they came on strong in the second,
tallying 62.5% and finishing second in their group. Since the group comprised two 15-table sections,
the points for second place were gold. Gates has played most of his bridge on the Internet, both on
Okbridge and the Microsoft Zone.

"I love the game," he said. "And I've made many bridge friends on the Internet. "What were his
impressions of his first regional? It was quieter than he expected. He thinks that was due to the
bidding boxes, something he had never seen before. He also was surprised that there were so few
young people. He liked the regional game so much that he plans to play as often as possible now that
he is an ACBL member -- yes, Osberg signed him up the Monday after the tournament. As often as
possible? Yes -- maybe twice a year!

One of the reasons Gates likes the game so much is because it requires problem solving ability and
analysis, two of his strongest points, as his career with Microsoft has proved many times over.
Gates' most frequent partner on the Internet is Fred Gitelman of Toronto, a powerful internationalist
who finished second in the Bermuda Bowl in China in 1995. He also has been instrumental in
updating the Microsoft Gaming Zone Internet bridge site. When Gates and Gitelman play together,
they usually compete in a set game against Buffett and Osberg.
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Gates got into bridge with Osberg's help. Gates' dad, Bill Sr., had played some before, and he got into
the game before his son. But Bill Jr. was intrigued by the interest his father showed in the game and
decided to try it himself. Now he's really into the game.

How did Buffett get started? Many players recognize Buffett as one of the players on the Corporate
team that has played matches against Congress several times. It all started years ago when Osberg
played with Carol Loomis in the Empire State Building version of the Epson Pairs. Loomis and
Osberg became close friends, and Loomis introduced Osberg to her friend Buffett. Buffett wasn't too
interested in all this until the word "bridge" came up, but his attitude changed when he heard the
magic word."Bridge is an amazing game," said Buffett. "The more you play the more you realize how
little you know. It's a very humbling game."

REISINGER

Reisinger ar den finaste lagtavlingen vid deras hostmasterskap. Den vanns for andra aret i rad av
Forrester-Helgemo och Robson-Shugart. Shugart heter Rita i fornamn och &r sponsorn i ganget. Men
hon maste vara réatt hygglig kortspelare for enligt Kaplan ar Board-a-match den tavlingsform som
staller hogst krav pa skicklighet av alla! S& har beskrev man tavlingen i bulletinen.

The Reisinger event is contested for the Reisinger Trophy (the Chicago Trophy until 1965). It is a six-
session open team-of-four event scored by board-a-match with two qualifying sessions, two
semifinal sessions and two final sessions. It was contested as a four-session championship until
1966. The event began in 1929 as the North American Open Team Championship and the prize was
the Chicago Trophy, donated by the Auction Bridge Club of Chicago. (In 1928, the open team
competition was for the Harold S. Vanderbilt Cup.) The Chicago Trophy was replaced in 1965 by the
Reisinger Memorial Trophy, donated by the Greater New York Bridge Association in memory of Curt
H. Reisinger. Reisinger (1891-1964), of New York City, was a principal patron of contract bridge and
the American Contract Bridge League in the early years of both. Reisinger was a great-grandson of
Anheuser and a grandson of Busch, co-founders of the brewery from which he inherited great wealth.
That wealth enabled him to become a stalwart financial supporter of the game, as well as a noted
philanthropist on a far larger scale. In the years when there was often a struggle to meet the League's
modest payroll, Reisinger was often called upon and never failed to help with a loan or an outright gift.
His support made possible several early contract bridge tournaments, clubs and books. Among the
positions in which he served were director of the United States Bridge Association, president of the
Greater New York Bridge Association and chairman of the ACBL. In 1953, Reisinger was named
ACBL Honorary Member.
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Naturligtvis var Peters val av spelféring underlig. Men han trodde det var storre chans att vast hade
ruter knekt och att 6st skulle gora fel &n att 6st hade honndr knekt i ruter (i vilket fall en enkel mask

Fredrik Nystrom och Mats Nilsland har nu papekat att 6st, som enligt férutsattningarna har exakt sex
korts spader och renons kldver, troligen har sin sidoféarg i ruter (med fyra hjarter brukar man inte
oppna med svaga tva) och da leder en dubbelsidig skvis till malet — sékrare an Peters psykologiska
helt enkelt spelar lag ruter och dd méaste motstandarna ta och spela
trumf. Samma sak en gang till. Sedan tar man en ruterstéld, stjél in sig i hjarter och spelar alla trumf.

AX
D
JX - KX
K -
- D K
Q )
K (syd spelar klover k och O-V kastar in handduken)

Nar jag fick problemet av honom sade Peter att dst Oppnat med 2S som 10-15 och sexkorts spader.
Men jag tyckte att det sag sa konstigt ut (av utspelet att doma har vast A+K i hjarter, varfor skulle han
annars spela ut hjarter ass) och da kan ost inte ha 10-15. Men 6st kanske uppvéarderade KJTxxX,
Jxx, Axx, -, s att vast tog med kungen och inte asset i forsta rutersticket. Med en sadan 6ppning lar
man i alla fall oftare kunna ha 4+ hjarter &n med en svag 2-6ppning.
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JEFF MECKSTROTH

Jeff Meckstroth, som ju kommer att spela med Geir Helgemo i Niklas Data, har utsetts till decenniets
spelare i USA. Sa har presenterades han i bulletinen.

Jeff Meckstroth has been named The Bridge Bulletin Player of the Decade, 1990-1999. The Player of
the Decade, a masterpoint contest sponsored by The Bridge Bulletin magazine, is awarded to the
player who earns the most masterpoints at nationally-rated events at North American Bridge
Championships for a specific 10-year period. The Player of the Decade contest for the 1990s
includes all of theN ABCs from the Spring 1990 tournament in Fort Worth TX to the Fall 1999event
here in Boston. (Yes, we know the decade officially begins in 1991, but, hey, it's our contest.)
Meckstroth, who currently has almost 5000 masterpoints from top-level events at these past 30
NABCSs, is the unofficial winner of the contest. (There are still two national events that conclude today,
but no onecan surpass Meckstroth's total.) Meckstroth's accomplishments as a player are mind-
boggling. His victories in NABC events include nine Spingolds, three Vanderbilts, five Reisingers,
three Grand National Teams, three Open Pairs, one Mixed Pairs, one Blue RibbonPairs, one Men's
Board-a-Match, one Spring Men's Teams and one Life Master Men's Pairs. He has four world titles,
(the 1981 Bermuda Bowl, the 1986 World Open Pairs, the 1988 Olympiad and the 1995 Bermuda
Bowl). In fact, he is one of only a few players in the world who have won all three major world
championship events. Meckstroth is a World Bridge Federation Grand Master and an ACBL Grand
Life Master with more than 36,000 masterpoints. He currently occupies the #4 position on the all-time
masterpoint holder list. Also, Meckstroth was King of Bridge in 1974 and ACBL Player of theYear in
1992. All this from a man who is just entering his mid-forties, which makes the accomplishments
even more remarkable. What else could someone with Meckstroth's credentials seek to attain? "My
main goal is to see how good I can get. I'm still improving, but | still make mistakes every session. |
learn something every time | play. Bridge is a fun game --- a game at which | always felt | could be
really good at. However, I'm still trying to be the best player | can be," said Meckstroth. It is almost
impossible to discuss his career, however, without mentioning the name of his longtime partner Eric
Rodwell. AlImost everyone of Meckstroth's major team victories have been played with Rodwell, one
of the game's top theoreticians, as his partner. Players of all levels know the pair by their well-worn
nickname "Meckwell". The two play an aggressive, complex system --- one of the most complex in
the world. It is largely of Rodwell's devising." Our system is still evolving. It's been a 24-year process
for us. | have to credit Eric with about 80% of the system ideas and work. He's the genius behind our
methods," said Meckstroth, who went on to note that although theirs is one of the most successful
partnerships in the world, his and Rodwell's styles are somewhat different:" | am much more of a
natural, intuitive player, while Eric is more analytical.” Does this style difference ever lead to
disagreements? "Rarely. All partnerships experience some disagreements, but if Eric and | don't see
something the same way, we discuss it rationally. We're way past the point where we openly express
disapproval about an action at the table. Eric and | both know that bad boards happen occasionally,
and we just accept it. Emphasis on we. We get good or bad boards together." Meckstroth is a
professional player; he makes his living from the money he earns from clients he plays with. In pair
events, it is common to see Meckstroth playing with these clients in top-level events. In fact,
Meckstroth is especially proud of his win in the Player of the Decade race, since he played in most
pair games during the past 10 years with clients instead of other professional players. Of course
many of Meckstroth's clients are excellent players in their own right.” I've played quite a bit with Perry
Johnson and Jim Reiman. They've helped me win the POD." The most significant event in
Meckstroth's career in the Nineties is undoubtedly his becoming a member of Nick Nickell's
powerhouse team." Nick is partially to thank for my successes, as well. Eric and | were looking for a
permanent 'home’, a team we could remain on that would dominate top-flight events. We found it."
Meckstroth revealed the story of the Nickell team creation. Nickell called longtime partner and friend
Dick Freeman and asked him if he wanted to play on a team. Freeman responded, "Only if you can
get a good team together.” OWhat's a good team?" asked Nickell." Oh, how about Hamman-Wolff
and Meckstroth-Rodwell?" replied Freeman. So, Nickell approached the two pairs and made the
necessary arrangements. A few weeks later he called Freeman back and said, "l have a good team."
Meckstroth enjoys working with Nickell and the other members of thes quad that has been at the top
of the winners list more than any other in the 90s. The team has an impressive history of
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championships, but none more so than their incredible string of victories in the Spingold Knockouts:
six wins in the past seven years. If you ask Meckstroth if bridge is the most important thing in his life,
however, you'll get a quick 'no'." My wife, Shirlee, is my best friend and my biggest fan. She is the

best thing that has ever happened to me." The couple has been married 10 years and they have two

sons.

Shirlee kommer forresten ocksa till Niklas Data, som supporter till sin man!

KAMRATBAROMETERN

Magnus och Peter har sant in systemtips, det ger 5%. Dessutom har vi novemberscenariot som

| vrigt bor noteras att Gothe-Albertsson fatt sina forsta procent efter att ha sant in
novemberscenariot. Valkommen in i spelet, Hasse och Lalle!

Systemknep | Nov.-scenario

balans + diverse 5%
Sundelin Sylvan +65 +65 +70
Gullberg Andersson +50 +50 +55
Morath Gustawsson +50 +50 +55
Sjoberg Bergstrom +50 +50 +50
Efraimsson Borin +45 +45 +50
Ljung Ahlesved +45 +45 +50
Straaf Thomasson +45 +45 +45
Haglund Nohrén +40 +40 +40
Eriksson Nilsson +35 +35 +40
Eliazohn Melander +30 +30 +30
Nilsland Fallenius +30 +30 +30
Lindkvist Fredin +25 +30 +30
Nystrom Strémberg +25 +25 +25
Ebenius Kokko +25 +25 +25
Goldberg Wenneberg +20 +20 +25
Petersson Jansson +20 +20 +20
Flodqvist Brenning +05 +05 +10
Gothe Albertsson +00 +00 +05

Kom ihag: Jag begar inte att alla alltid ska klara av att gora allt i tid.
Vad jag begar ar att om man ser att man inte klarar av nagot i tid sa hor man av sig.
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ISRAEL — 10-20 feb 2000

Israeliska forbundet bjuder in vart landslag till bridgeveckan i Tel Aviv i februari. Mixed lag den 10:e,
individuell den 11, sedan IMP-par, mixed, par och Swiss och slutligen inbjudningstévling (se nasta
mening). De betalar Daccommodation i dubbelrum for 7 natter. Dessutom startavgifter. Paren far
vara med i deras Oprestigious Invitational Tournament den 19-20 feb.

De beraknar fa 400 par fran 20 lander. Savitt jag kommer ihag brukar det vara en del bra spelare dar.
Total prissumma: $25.000.

De vill ha svar senast 25/12 (konstigt datum for en Okristen] person).

Om ni sex i landslaget 6nskar aka ner sa hor av er senast vid OBS-2. Om andra par ur A-truppen
ocksa onskar aka pa denna inbjudan sa hor av er ni med sa far vi se om de accepterar ett sddant

Info: David Birman, tele: 972-2-6058355, fax: 972-35465582. Email: birmand@inter.net.il
Http://www.bridge.co.il. Info om hotel:bridge@ortra.co.il

BUDTRANING

Som ni kommer ihag fran forra bulletinen gar det hela ut pa att definiera vad det sist avlagda budet i
varje redovisad sekvens betyder. Denna gang sitter ni syd eller nord hela tiden.

Varje bud bor definieras med avseende pa tre olika saker
Styrka
Fordelning
Kravtempo

Detta ar ingenting som ni ska redovisa utan nagot ni skoter sjalva.

Ett sarskilt I6sningsformular foljer efter fragorna. Ni &r som alltid valkomna med synpunkter pa

Egna sidans tidigare bud i budgivningen ar aldrig definierade av mig, de har forstas den betydelse de
har i ert system.

Nar ni beskriver handen som avger sista budet som utga fran Onormalhander, dvs precis
s& som ni gor nar ni vid bordet blir tillfrdgade av motstandarna.

lagena ange precisa styrkeintervall sa ar det ingenting som omajliggor ett forsok, ni far da forsoka
fundera ut vad ni brukar ha i detta eller liknande lagen, nagon form av analog eller motsatsvis slutsats
bor altid kunna ga att dra. Detta ar f.0. ett exempel pa nar just denna 6vning ar nyttig for er, ni kan da
jamfora hur ni bada inom paret uppfattar styrkan i lagen dar ni saknar explicita 6verenskommelser,
det kommer da att visa sig om ni tanker likadant.

W=Weak S=Strong D=Dubbel Stayman

SD=Straffdubbling O=0verforing (till nasta farg)  FG=Forcing game och underforstatt: nat
L Starkt eller svagt med en eller bada la

R  Utgangskravsrela som inte lovar nagot speciellt utom just styrka for utgang

INT Oppning av fi lovar 10-12.
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V N O S V N O S Vv N @) S
1 INT P P 2NT 24 1© P P INT 40 1© 12 P 2"
2NT 2NT
2 18 P 28 2NT 25 10 P P 2" 41 10 12 P 22
2NT 2NT
3 18 P 22 (S) | 2NT
26 10 P 20 28
4 1© P 20 2NT 2NT 42 1© 12 D 2"
2NT
5 10 P 22 (W) | 2NT
27 1© D P 12 43 10 12 D 24
2NT 2NT
6 10 P 28(FG | 2NT 28 1© D P INT
2NT 44 10 12 INT 28
7 10 P 28(R) | 2NT 2NT
29 10 D P 2"
8 12 P 2" (©) | 2NT 2NT 45 1© 12 28 ubD
2NT
9 12 P 2©((")) 2NT 30 10 D RD P
2NT 46 10 12 28 2"
10 12 P 20(F1) | 2NT 2NT
31 10 D RD 12
2NT 47 1© 12 28 22
11 | INT [P 28 (D) | 2NT 2NT
32 1© D RD 22
12 INT P 2" (D) 2NT 2NT 48 1© 12 20 ubD
2NT
13 INT P 2" (O) 2NT 33 10 D 12 SD
2NT 49 10 12 20 22
14 INT P 22 (L) | 2NT 2NT
34 1© D INT SD
15 18 D RD 2NT 2NT 50 1© 12 22 SD
2NT
16 12 D 20 2NT 35 1© D INT SD
2NT
17 12 D 22 2NT
36 1© D INT 22
18 12 D 20(T) 2NT 2NT
19 INT D 22 2NT 37 1© D 28 22
2NT
20 1© 28 20(NF | 2NT
38 10 12 P P
21 10 28 22 (F1 | 2NT 2NT
22 12 20 | 22 2NT 39 10 12 P INT
2NT
23 12 20 | UD 2NT
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SVARSFORMULAR TILL OVNING 5

NR | STYRKA FORDELNING KRAVTEMPO | ANNAT

49.

50

INTERNATIONELL TAVLINGSKALENDER
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Teckenforklaringar
Nytillkommen

Las mer i bulletin 6.
Fet stil Tavlingar som &r obligatoriska eller nastintill for er

*

B6

Av de internationella tavlingar tas de med som har stor prestige, t.ex. masterskap eller som jag av
annan anledning, framst prispengarnas storlek, bedémer som sérskilt intressanta.

1999

Dec

2000

Jan

butchx@usa.net

Feb

Mar

Apr

Juni

Juli

Aug

Nov

2001

Jun

6-8

11-12

* 79
8-22
26-

* 10-20
18-21
25-27
26-4/3

9-19
11-12

* 18-24

23-26

8-9
20-23
* 20-24

2-4
25-1/7

* 6-16
29-6/8

10-20
* 11-20
* 21-29
* 26-9/9

18-28

Milano
Stockholm

s-Hertogenbosch
Bermuda
Tolani

Tel Aviv

Reykyavik
Schevening., Holland
Malta

Cincinatti
Sverige
Rimini, Italien
Haag

Sverige
Stockholm
Jyvaskyla

??
Hveragerdi, Island

Talya, Turkiet
Skdvde

Anaheim
Brighton
London
Maastricht

Birmingham, Al.

Madrid

Lag, 15*8 brickor
OBS-2

Junior Bridge Festival
Bermuda Bowl
Lag+Par

Bridgevecka
Icelandair (par+lag)
Forbo

Bridgevecka

ACBL Spring Nat.

39-02653291

Kees Tammens
WBF 33 450 40 41 31
Butch Fernandez

B20
Stefania pa isbridge@islandia.is
Elly Ducheyne, 31 70 397 0405
B20

ACBL 1 901 332 5586

Sista speldag SM/DM-lag

Mixed-EM, Par och lag
Cap Gemini

SM-lag, semi
Niklas Data (OBS-3)
Bridgevecka

SM-lag, final
NM

Junior-EM
SM-vecka

ACBL, Summer Nat.
Summer Meeting
Mind Sports Olympiad
oS

ACBL, Fall Nat.

EM lag

B20. fedbridge@galactica.it
v. Dalen 31 30 252 6970

B20.

panos@bridge.gr
SBF

ACBL 1 901 332 5586

EBU, 44 1296 394 414
msoworld.com
cfancin@worldbridgefed.com

ACBL 1 901 332 5586
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KOM IHAG LISTA

1. Uppdaterade systemdeklarationer infér OBS-2 27/11 Maila Micke
2. Uppdaterade OOMeddelanden infor OBSO 27/11 Maila Micke
3. Uppdaterade [ISkriftliga forsvar mot HUMO 6/12 Maila Micke
4. A-spelare anmaler intresse for resa till Israel 12/12 Maila Daniel
5. Rapport-2 20/12 Maila Daniel
6. Scenario - december 31/12 Maila Daniel
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